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ALLIES STILL ATTACKING.
KfcmFrrxuY or war bxkkr pis-

OOTNTS <. i km \\ < I \l\|s.

A Mm** are Masters of sit iui i Ion In Tin*
West ami (.crmuns are on Defen¬
sive S* The7/ Have Rem for Two
Veare.

Washington. Doc is.. No clement
the military situation should lead
to conclude that the Initiative in

e West has passed from the allies
to the enemy." says Secretory Baker
In his weekly review of the military
operations, made public tonight, nnd
gVvoted lurgelv to the Herman adv« r-

flelng of an impending great effen-

'During the period of the ro\pfjgn
the general military situation In the
Went has remained unchanged." con¬

tinues the statement which deals with

th^ week ending yesterday "Humors
of great preparations on the part of
the Hermans with a view to achiev¬
ing some major strategic success In
the West continue to reach tin

"Reports of massed hostile concen¬

trations in those sectors where the
enemy propone* to bieak through the
French front and roll back the allied
line on a broad Mils are numerous.

The Herman higher command
seeks peace through victory.* The
enemy is apparently very eager to
have us believe that ho Is about to
win e ich a victory.

"For the past two years the Her¬
mans have been on the defensive In
the West The bold advoncl ig of an

Imposing offensive on the part of the
enemy, which, while in the realm of
possibility nml therefore should not;
be neglected or overlooked, must in
aowlee be Interpreted to mean that
the Increased strength of the hostile
forces will result In any permanent'
strategic advantage to the Hermans.

"Run-eying the outlines of the gen¬
eral wsr strategy on all fronts, we

(led that both belligerents have been
r i» offensive during the past six

months.
'The central powers have taken the

Initiative in the Kastern and Italian
theaters: the allies along the major
f oni la taa Waat. In Palestine. Meao-
f/etamla and Rast Afrl< i

"The enemy h is confined his oforts
>-40 advancing his lines along the Bus-
sten front, resulting in the capture
Riga, and then by a well conducted
offensive In Italy with the assistance
of an Intensive political drive gamed
g marked strategic sucesy in this
section

'.The allies, in tho principal theater
of operations, the Wool have been
able to record an almost interrupted
series of !. images.

'Though the capture of the Holy
City can not be held a principal mill-
tery objective of the campaign s:>
vigorously purvued by General Allon-
by In this theater, the conquest of
Jerusalem will have a wide Influence
throughout the Turkish empire . . .

and will go far toward reaffirming
the prestige of the allied powers
throughout th" «uient
Germany realises the dunger alten I

ant upon the waning of her ln|lueno.>
lr the Root and will therefore be more

tniiou* than »-\ or to conclude S np»»edy
piriicf before tho 'war map" PeconnM
lese favorable . .

"Reports of observers recently out
off Germany, who w*»re present during
previous air raids In Germane by the
a) see. stats that these raids have
had a very depressing effect on the
(Lilian population and have heigh.en-
«.0 the growing discontent among the
. erman people who n«»w for the fiist
time are being brought face to face
w th real war conditions. . . .

"The armiiUce concluded by the
K i setuns *lth the enemy now in
dudes the entire Kastern front from
the Baltic to the Ki.irk s. Vego-
tiitlons are not proceeding smnnthlv
The Herman demands hh reported to
as epecify. among other points, the
Immediate opening up of eh tnnols of
commercial Intercourse between Kus-
* und «lermany "

i i \t i nm:n o»min<..

<.< mtaitv Ii i "re |swing to Make \o
other l*r«»i»o«nl.

Waahlngton. I. I 7 . Th»» Infoi
matlon received here among neutral
diplomats agrees with intimations
from abroad th .f ijcrmiru Is consid

erlng another peaco offer.

Till K \ll KM \|» PIKilll.l M

rr»-JdWnt Will Take No Idiom (mil
\rter Chrt»tms

Washington. Pec. 17..It was Indl
CMod tod iv that the president w

make no further move In the railroad
.Itun'ion until congress reconvenes af
Wr the holidays.

rVd April, 1850. .He foot a

»81._ SUlt

SWISS ON GUARD.
w \sk \ or i Austiers wii.i

itEiH»i!i>.
I .resident of < onfCoVinUon Declares
Tluu All Ncecesery Steps Will be
Taken.

\Y - iim;"ni. Dot. Is,.I" thanking
tiic United states lor the declaration
to strictly observe the neutrality of
.Nwitze-kind. the Swiss confederation,
Ifl a commutation made public today
by »he StStC department, declares ;t
will maintain it.*. neutraltiy by its own
forces and repel a violation of its
fr..utters.
The communication roOOiVOd today

by the state department is signed by
i resident Ador of the Swiss confed¬
eration and addressed to the charge
d affaire Si l-erne, in the .absence of
.\Lni.ster Stovall. and is as follows:

"December 12.
Mr. Charge d'Affaires.

In a note of the 3rd Jnst. you nre
kind enough to Inform tin- political
department that you had been charged
i the ,1« pa rt ment Of state to inform
the federal council that the presence

Vmerican troops in Kurope taking
poll in the war against the imperial
. orman government has led the gov¬
ernment of the Union to inform the
Swiss confederation that the same as

Is cobelllgerents in Europe tho Unit¬
ed States will not fall to observe to¬
wards Switzerland the policy of neu¬
tral and inviolability of U.s territory
so long as this neutrality is maintain¬
ed by the confederation and respected
1 y the enemy.

"In the name of the fedem] coun¬
cil I have the honor, in acknowledg¬
ing this ileclaartion. to heg you to
transmit to your government the
thinks of the federal council for this
new proof of the sentiments of
friendship that the United States has
always maniented towards Switzer¬
land.
"The federal council can only re

M w the de,-! .ration of neutrality that
it had the honor to notify Washing¬
ton April It, 1917. insisting partleu
larly on its firm and unwavering de¬
termination to maintain and defend
Its neutrality and Inviolability of its
territory of all means at its disposal
against anv person.

A' the same time the federal
coum ii has the honor to declare that
by virtue of its sovereignty and In ac¬

cordance with the declaration of the
powers who signed in the treaties of
Vienna and Paris of 1815, In panic .i-

lar that of the 20th of November, the
Swiss confederation, to whom it ap¬
pertains to take the step ncecss ir
tor the defense of its territory. Will
M aintain its neutrality by its force;
and Will ropol I violation of its fron¬
tier if that occurs.

"liefereng to these acts and to its
d ttlaratlon of neutrality of August

1 4, 1917, as well as to later declar e -

I tlons especially the notification ma le
at WashinKton by the Swiss minister
en April 30. 1917, the federal council
'.. Ilevee that it appertains only to it
to decide in what condition it might
appear opportune to appeal to the u«-
ist iriee of foroiRn powers.
"Received, etc

(MfjtaOd) "Ador."

motor koi n: starts.

(iovrnimrnt to establish Service Be¬
tween Cities at Instance of Höpen«
sssttattve Byness,

II.. -

Washington. Dec. 1 :>..At the ro-

fiueal of Representative Byrnes the
pOStOfHeS department has agreed to
establish motor route service between
tugust* and Columbia. The depart¬
ment Is establishing this experimental
service between cities and they have
promised Mr. Byrnes to Immediately
AvOTtlSS fOf MdS and will start ser¬

vice some time in January. Tho rout"
I I! fo by Al.u'n, M onetta, Batesburg
and l»exington.

Mr. Byrnes als(» requested the de-
tn Sn1 to establish similar service

betWSSn AOgUStS and Charleston and
ih* department is row endeavoring to
Word OUl . plan \v hereby this ser-

r run he established.

« '>! I It. brooks dead.

Ck'rtt i.i simili Carolina Supreme
< onrt i ucm v - three Years,

Columbia, i me, 17 - < tot, u ft
trooks, veteran stork of the st»>
SUpfOWM court, died at blS home in
sh union early yesterday morning
Oat, Brooks was ti years of asje an I
had he. n m failing he.iPh sever;

months, his condition often during
this period bOlhSJ retarded is critics'
Funeral SSTVleeS vvill bS held at SJ|
POlse4! Catholic Church Ihls afternoon
at : o'elocka eondut led bj the ll»»v
Puttier Hegarty. interment will be Ii
tie Catholic Cemeter) at Blmwood

od Fear not.Let an the end* Thou Ali

ITER. S. C, WEDNESD

REFINER 1ELL8 OF FAMINE.
BPRHCKELS BLAMES POOD AT>-

MIMSTIt ATIO.N IOH SHORT¬
AGE.

Committee tBxpectS Testimony of Oth¬
er Witnesses Today.Considers Goal
Situation Too.

Washington, Dec. 14..Blame for
the sugar shortage In the East was

charged to the food administration's
tixed import price by Claude A
Spreckels, president of the Federal
Sugar Refining company, testifying
i(day before the senate investigating
Committee, He asserted that raw BU-j
gar from Cube was passing through
New Fork to Canada, where refiners
are permitted to pay higher prices.

Mr. Bpreekies, who s:iid his refinery
;\\as closed heraus? of lack of sup¬
plies .also charged that Bail a. uabst,:
president of the American Bugar Ro-
ning Company, and Oeorge m. Itolph.
general manager of the California-1
Hawaiian sugar Refining Company, i»
their positions as agents of the food
administration, had been unduly ac-

Itlvs in getting raw supplies r r the
American company. Mr. is
chairman of the international igur
committee, created by the adn i.ds-
traiion, which fixed the price to be
paid for raw sugar coming from out¬
side the United »States- or its territories
at $0.y0 a hundred. Mr. Kolph is head
of the food administration's sugar di¬
vision and a member of the internat¬
ional committee.
Whin his supply was getting low in

October, m r. gpreokeli testified, he
SSked Food Administrator Hoove,
that he be allowed to pay more th u

If.tO for Cuban sugar. Hs put
evidence a letter in which Mr. Hoover
declined, Baying speculators wer*

holding the eugar in Cube for higher
prices and that the American stand
ard price would be maintained.
Under questioning by Senator Jom.v

I of New Mexico the witness said he
understood that about half of the 70.-
000 tons available In Cuba when he

j wrote the letter had been shipped to
other countries and that the balance
either had arrived in the United State*
or was en route. When asked if he did
not consider it good business to al¬
low the ^a.ooo tons to go sleewherc
11 the Cuban dealers could be con¬
vinced that this country would main¬
tain its position. Mr. Bpokles replied
that the sugar would have served the
public w'.n>n the shortage was acute

Mr. Speckles told of protesting to
Mr. Koover against the contra d
whereby the American Sugar Refining'company was to obtain 100.000 tons1
of the Louisiana crop. He said his
company had not considered getting
any of thai crop because the food ad

1 ministration had fixed no price and
thai he was astounded to learn of
the American Company making the
contract after a price of $«.35 for the
Louisiana product had been agreed
upon at a conference participated In
by Mr. Rolph and Mr. Uabst.

j When the shortage came into sight
in the Bast, the witness asserted,
more than 100.000 tons of raw SUgar
\v;is held in the West, of which the
California-Hawaiian Company held
40.000 tons. He said bo appealed to
Mr. Itolph to allow some of this to
COme F.ast to keep Fastern refiners
going, but was Informed it was neces¬
sary to keep the supply in the Wcsrt
until the new Hawaiian crop came in.

In support of his charge that
Messrs. Itolph and Dabst favored the
American company. Mr. Speckles re¬
iterated an incident that brought out
how two companiei operating chain
retail stores recently had sugar when
none was to be procured at many
storey. He said A. H. Lambom A
Company of New York, a sugar brok¬
er, contracted for two cargoes of Cu-
l»an raw SUgar for delivery at New-
York and offered it to the Inn i nat¬
ional Sugar Co. OOmmlttce In Oc¬
tober at $0.90 a hundred pounds but
the committee declined to buy with¬
out giving a reason.
Lnmborn came to him soon after¬

ward, Mr. Speckles said for means to
further finance the deal and told him
thai within 16 minutes after the. com¬
mittee had declined the eugar a buyer
for the American had offered him
$0.06 for it Buyers for the chain store
c< mpanics heard of the situation, pur-
chassd the sugar for 17.15, ami with
the permission of the food admlnis«
trator, had it refined by the Federal
and the Warner Refining Company for
$1.30 a hundred.
The witness said that the retail

price of ?7.LT) for granulated sugar ftt
seaports WOrkS a hardship because,
h w company manufacture! practically
nothing '''it granulated and brown,
whereas Ihe American company spec
la Uses in granulated, handled in

shapes, for which prices are not tixed
' Several witnesses have been «um

as't at be thy Country's. Thy God's a
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COAL BUT FEW CARS. I
INADEQUATE TRANSPORTATION

RESPONSIBLE FOR SHORT¬
AGE.

Facilities Adequate for Normal Time«
Unequal to Present Demands, Says
Garfield.

NOW York, Dec. 14.."The coal sup¬
ply of the country is ample, if we J
could but solve the problem of trans¬
portation." Dr. Harry A. Garfleld,
United States fuel administrator, de¬
clared in an address tonight at the an-
nual meeting of the Academy of Po¬
litical Science. Lack of united action
on the part of the railroads, separate
administration and divided authority
aüded to the difficulty, he asserted
"We are supplying more coal to

Canada than ever before," Dr. Gar¬
fleld said, "but In spite of this fact
and the further fact that our demand
is larger than ever before the supply
Is ample if we could but solve the
problem of transportation.
"When you stop to consider that

from 30 to per cent, of the freight
arrled by the railroads in the part

h:.s been coal, you will understand
the present situation. The call for
other commodities- has set coal on the
Biding, so tO speak.

"Another difficulty is there is no
united action on the part of the roads
because of separate terminals, sepa¬
rate administration and divided au¬

thority.
"We are not afraid of making mis¬

takes and out of the turmoil will come
good order. In spite of the fact that
Wintor Is upon US and distress exists,
just at a time when the supply of
coal is commencing to move. T feel
sure we will be able to solve this great
question of fuel administration."
«TT<Him» inn )»M»uiiir-.»w-w«...ii»..uit.a«i«i)mil,

n oned by the committee, including A.
H. Lambom, who is expected to tes¬
tify after Mr, Speckles tomorrow.
The committee also iw charged with

investigating the coal situation. Sena¬
tor Reed tonight telegraphed to Gov¬
ernor Cox of Ohio, where the shortage
has been acute, that if he had inform¬
ation of value his presence was de-
sired.
_ \

HOOVER REPLIES TO REFINER.

Speaks Emphatically of Charges by
Spreckels.

Washington. Dec. 16..Charges
made by Claus Bprecklea president of
the Federal Sugar Refining Company,
before a senate investigating commit¬
tee that the food administration is re¬
sponsible for a sugar shortage drew
from Food Administrator Hoover to-
night a vigorous attack on Mr.
S proeke Is.

I An open intimation is made by Mr
Hoover that Mr. Spreckel's testimony
was- inspired by the fact that the food
administration cut profits in suKai
transactions.

"It requires no proof from me," said
Mr. Hoover, "to establish that Mr.
Spreckles. a leading sugar refiner, in
nore at the food administration and
would like to see it discontinued.

"I realize that Mr. Spreckels' bal¬
ance sheet will not look so good next
year as last, for refiners' profits have
been regulated. Furthermore, his bal-
ance sheet would have looked better
this year if the price of last August
had not been reduced and held fast, in
the faco of a partial shortage that
provided a fair opportunity for :io
cents- sugar and much increased pro¬
fits.

"Mr. Spreckels, therefore, has rea¬
son to feel badly. There are Other cit¬
izens who will feel that way no doubt,
and no doubt can entertain the public
by assaulting the food administration
While many feel badly, still the vast

majority of men and women of our
business community and of our farm¬
ers are sacrificing their profits daily
to the nation's necessities Without
Complaint, for many arc sacrificing
more than their money.their sons.
"We have had two months of par*

tlal sugar shortage October ami No¬
vember. and will also h ive December
before relic!' from the new crop. Th*
American people have had 500.000
tons of sugar in these IWO months
thai is 7a per rent, of their normal
supply In each month, and If cars are
available they will have 7" per cent.
in December. Owing t<> car shortages
the shortage has been most acute i-'
the Northwest and about 200 cars arc

todafer blocked from that region.
"This 7a per cent, is twice the

French ration. In the meantime we

have given Prance a rood part of the
:'.i> per cent, and ore proud of it

This supply to France was given de-
liberate!) and the American people
were lold of it at the time We have
also agreed to draw 10,000 tons for

uur fii«. mis in Canada. I have yet to

m& Trmtfc'a" THS TRUE

17.

ELECTION IN CANADA.
CONSCRIPTION IS THE ISSUE TO

DE DECIDED TODAY.

French of Quebec Opposed to Com¬
pulsory Military Service.Borden
and LailHer Opposing leaders.

Ottawa, Dec. iü..With selective
conscription as the great issue the
VOten of Canada will decide tomor- j
row whether the new Union govern- j
ment of Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the veter¬
an leader of the Liberal opposition.
shall be restored to power. The cam- ,

paign, which has just ended, is con¬
sidered the most important as well as'
the most bitterly contested (n the his¬
tory Of the Dominion.

There are approximately 2.(»00,000
electors, of whom about 250,000 are

¦soldiers overseas. The military vote

already has been cast in camps and
trenches in almost overy quarter of
the world. \
Prims Minister Borden and his sup-

porteri are standing squarely on the
conscription issue and apparently
have no fear of the result. They main-
tain that the soldier vote and that of
w< men relatives of men in the sendee
will be cast almost solidly for them.
They have contended in their cam-

paign that defeat for the Union gov¬
ernment would be that Canada must
drop out of the war for lack of men to
keep her fighting forces up to the
necessary strength.

I Sir Wilfrid, in a vigorous and pic¬
turesque campaign, has joined Issue
With Sir Robert's contention. As an
alternative to the compulsory con-

' script ion law as it now stands, he has
propossd a referendum. If the result
Of such o referendum were favorable
to compulsory service be has pledg¬
ed himself to abide by the decision of
the electors. Tf the contrary was the
-..suit he would revert to voluntary
service.
The Liberal leaders have asserted

that under their leadership the Prov¬
ince of Quebec, which thus- far has
offered comparatively few soldiers to
the service of the Dominion, would
provide more volunteers than could
be enlisted by compulsion.

GERMANS DESTROY MERCHANT¬
MEN.

Naval Eoicvs Make Successful Raid
on Convoy in North Sea.

London, Dec. 17..One British, five
neutral merchantmen, one British de¬
stroyer and four mine sweepers have
been sunk in the North Sea by th.
("ierman naval forces, the result of ar
an attack on a convoy bound from
Scotland to Norway, it was officially
announced today. The total tonna«t
lost in merchantmen was eipht thou¬
sand.

COAL FAMINE BROKEN.

Supply of Fuel Rushed Into New York
City.

New York, Dee. 17..Coal famine
here will be broken in a few days,
unless the weather conditions Inter¬
fere, the fuel administrators and rail¬
road officials declared today. Twen¬
ty-five thousand tons of coal arrived
yesterday and another twenty-nve
thousand tons are expected today.

¦¦

London, Dec. 17..The British
war office statement on serial opera¬
tions Issued at midnight said that dur¬
ing several Mights three hostile ma-
Chines were brought down and two
Were driven down OUt of control
None of the British machines is miss
it.K.

meet an American cltlsen who would
have had it otherwise.

"As id the food administration

Stopping the sources of supply: The
fact that all available supplies have
been brought here that ships and ears

could bring; and that it has already
en eaten is sufficient answer.

"Mr. Spreckels knows the bitter¬
ness of t» n years ti^ht between pro¬
ducers and refiners; between different
refiners and If he looks back over the
last three months he will observe a

rie?iro of many of these elements to
use the food administration as a club
to settle tlnir long standing bitter-
m ss.

"if Spreckels will tell us where
there is any BUgar today that ships
can be obtained to carry or cars can
be obtained to deliver, it will be dis¬
tributed at once with the same resolu¬
tion thai we have requisitioned or dis¬
tributed over 60.000,000 pounds of
embargoed sugar since October I, In
the meantime the 900,000 tons of su¬
gar In Java is as remote as cheese out
of the moon.unless we wish to tak<
bread ships from our own soldiers
and the allies to provide ourselves
with candy."

rem.
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"UGHTLE88 NIGHTS'* ORDERED.

State FM Administrator Gets Note
Instructions FYom the National
I Italy.

Anderson, Dec. 16..Srate Fuel Ad¬
ministrator Gossett is advised by the
National Fuel Association of the re¬

vocation of the order issued som*
time ago regulating the burning of
white ways, streets, etc. A new or¬

der is issued by the national adminis¬
tration, and reads as follows:

"Effective Dec. 15, all signs of every
kind, including merchants' signs, the¬
atre signs, also display lighting of
buildings and elsewhere, hotel signs
and advertising signs, i re discontin¬
ued completely on Thursday and Sun¬
dry nights of each week. On these
same nights stores not roen for busi¬
ness must not show insic? lights moto
than are necessary for safety, andI
municipalities with cluster lights or
extra bright lighting foe white way
effect must reduce on Thursday and
Sunday nights to only s much light¬
ing as is necessary for safety. The
nights will be called iif htlc^a night.'
Local newspapers are asked to urge
households to observe thes<?, nights
with as few lights in homes as possi¬
ble. Please understand spirit of or-

er is that on Thursday and Bands*
nights there should be no more out¬
door lighting than is absolutely neoes>

I sory for safety of streets, pesssgfg
and dangerous spots, and that your
State administrator is charged by the
national fuel administration with giv¬
ing full effect to this Order« using full
authority granted you by the furl ad¬
ministrator to enforce e&mo if there
are individual violators.'

Administrator Qossetl State* this
refers to lights from uydro.OlOCtrle
plants as well as from coal using
piants.

RUSH OF RECRUITS.

Thonsnnds Seek Service in Regular
Army.

Washington, Dec. 14..Recruiting
I machinery of the Ajuerfoan army
showed signs of breaking down to¬
night under the »pormöus strain put
upon it by the thousand! of men who

'1 have offered for enlistment within the
past few days, in some cases recruit¬
ing offices have found themselves,
without means of accommodating re-
cruits and have been forced to dls-

. charge them and close their offices un¬
til the men already in (heir charge

. can be distributed.
This means that many men of draft

.lags will fail in their effort to enlist
( before noon tomorrow, fter which
, j time they may join the gulars only

lr, their status as members of the Na¬
tional Army. Protests against turning
the men away have come, one from
New Rochelle, N. Y.. but war depart¬
ment officials said tonight nothing
ex uld be done about it, as ft was im-

. possible for the rccruitini;: stations to
handle the flood of applications.

It was pointed out that registered
men who do not get into the regular
army through the recrui.ing stations
may do so after noon tomorrow by
volunteering- through their local
Wards. Their applloatlons will be
acted upon Immediately, bat they will
appear on the rolls as members of
the National Army.
The recruiting list made public to¬

day shows a tctal of 14,^91 men ac¬
cepted since yesterday. Indications
are that even a greater number ap¬
plied today.
To care for those accepted during

the rush, it has been necessary to Steal
n any to National Guard or to Na¬
tional Army camps for temporary
housing.
The navy has been limiting recruit¬

ing for many weeks to fixed daily
average for all stations. Men In ex¬
cess of that number who i re accepted
are sent back to their hones- subject
to call.

SENATE ARMS INQUIRY.

Committed Resumes Imcs igatioim In
Open Session.

Washington, Dec. it.. Inquiry into
the alleged delays in supplying arms,
and the curtailment of funds recom¬
mended by ordinance bur au for pur¬
pose was taken UP again in 0p< n ses¬
sion by senat«» military committee, af¬
ter two days' examination of Major
General Crosier, chief of ordnanoe.
behind closed doors.

BRITISH IN ITALY.

Germans Report Unsuoceasfal Attack
on Northetra FVont.

Berlin, Dee. 17..British troops on
the Italian front yesterda. attacked
the Teutonic lines south of Monte
Fontane, but were repulsed, the war
office announced today.


